Craigslist (www.craigslist.org): Self-Arranged Housing & Other Uses

One valuable resource to use when looking for housing in a specific city in the United States is Craigslist. This
website offers listing of everything from apartments and houses to jobs, lessons, things for sale and even
discussion forums. The image below is from Chicago’s site; however you can find a Craigslist site for most cities
in America — even many smaller cities. The different cities are listed on the right side of the page under “other
cities” and “us cities.” If you cannot find your city listed, you can try doing a Google search and include
Craigslist + the city and state.

The housing (section on top middle) listings can be very useful when looking for housing because these listings
are often posted by individuals who need people to rent a house or apartment that they own or who need
somebody to take over their lease or sublease their apartment/house. The best options to click under housing
are apts / housing, rooms / shared or sublets / temporary.
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Once you click on one of the options, you will see all of the available listings:
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You should review the list of listings. When you see one that might fit your needs, click on it.
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Then you will see the details of the listing. Make sure the location, rent and amenities offered (furniture or no
furniture, utilities, cable, internet, washer/dryer for laundry, etc.) are what you are looking for. If you are
interested in the ad, you can email the person by emailing them at the Reply to address (see arrow).



HELPFUL HINTS on using Craigslist to find housing:

e Deals that sound “too good to be true” probably are. This means that when a four-bedroom luxury
apartment is listed for $400/month, it probably is a “scam” and the person that posted the ad is lying
and trying to take advantage of you. Scams are common on Craigslist, so make sure that the listing
seems reasonably priced; if it does not, it probably is a fake listing.

o Feel free to call or email. You should always feel comfortable emailing or calling the person who
posted the listing. They are interested in your questions and want to help you!

o Make sure the location is ideal. Take into account your ability to use public transportation when
getting from there to your jobsite. You will probably have to pay more for the perfect location, but
make sure your jobsite is easily accessible.

e Ask about rules or legal requirements. Make sure they can rent to people who are not U.S. citizens.
Ask what documentation they would need from you in order to rent (such as a Social Security
number).

e Isit furnished? Find out what comes with the apartment. Then, evaluate if it is a good deal that will
fit your needs. You should expect to pay more money for furnished apartments or for those that
include more amenities like cable internet, wifi or utilities.

e Never sign a lease if you do not understand the terms. Find an English speaker to assist you if you
aren’t sure about what you are doing. Leases are legally binding agreements. Be aware that signing
leases is a serious agreement!

o Have reasonable expectations. Don’t expect to find something perfect for you for a low price.
Temporary, inexpensive housing is very hard to find in the United States. Most apartment leases in
the U.S. last for one year, so finding a lease for less than one year is difficult and is always more
expensive.

If you can’t find something on Craigslist, here are some other tips:

e Since all J-1 W/T students are university students, searching for student housing in the area is also a
good idea. Student housing typically is less expensive and is often furnished. Student housing
complexes also sometimes house international students, so they may be easier to work with than a
normal apartment complex that has never had international renters.

o If you will be living in a larger city, try researching “extended stay” hotels in the area. Sometimes
these hotels offer monthly rates which at first may seem expensive but typically include all bills,
furniture, cable TV and often wireless internet. If three or four people share a room, the rent is often
reasonable.

CRAIGSLIST: OTHER USES

As you can see from looking at Craigslist, it offers a lot more than housing listings. There are also job listings in
the case that you want to or need to find a second job. There are a lot of categories of jobs listed, but the two
categories that might be most useful for W/T students in the jobs section are food / bev / hosp (food,
beverage and hospitality) retail / wholesale. Here you will find job listings for restaurants, hotels, and retail
stores.
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There is also a for sale section. Here you can find listings for things people and businesses are selling. There’s
a furniture section that can be useful to participants. Please note that since you most likely will be unable to
transport the furniture yourself, if you did purchase furniture, you would need to hire somebody to transport it
or pay the person who you are buying it from to deliver. There is also a bikes section under for sale if you are
interested in purchasing a bicycle during your stay in the U.S..

IMPORTANT WARNINGS

e Beware that not everything listed on Craigslist is legitimate! Scams are very common!!!

e Never give out personal information to people on Craigslist! Do NOT email people your credit card or
debit card numbers, and do NOT tell people where you or are staying or are working. If you buy things on
Craigslist, always meet people you are purchasing things from in-person in public locations like shopping
malls or coffee shops or other restaurants during the day where there are a lot of people.

e Always be careful and be safe!!l




